Crude Oil - Fractional Distillation
Hydrocarbons are compounds of only hydrogen and carbon.
Crude oil is a mixture of hydrocarbons. As a mixture, crude oil is not useful to us. However, if we separate it into its fractions we can use those fractions.
Fractional distillation is the process used to separate crud oil into its fractions. It works on the basis that the different fractions boil at different temperatures.
















Method
- The crude oil is vaporised and enters the bottom of the fractioning column
- The column is hot at the bottom and cool at the top
- the crude oil vapours rise up the column and begins to cool
- The fractions condense at their boiling point and are collected

The fractions
	Fraction
	Use
	Trend in boiling point
	Trend in colour
	Trend in viscosity
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	Gasoline
(Petrol)
	
	
	
	

	Kerosene
	
	
	
	

	Diesel
	
	
	
	

	Fuel Oil
	
	
	
	

	Bitumen
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