Addition Polymers
Polymers are long chain molecules used in the manufacture of products like plastics
They are made by joining together many small molecules called monomers. Addition polymers are formed by joining together many alkene molecules
Drawing polymers
E.g. ethene
The double bond opens allowing many molecules to join together











Equation







E.g. Propene













E.g. tetrafluoroethene











Finding the monomer
What was the monomer used to make the following polymer?













Problems with polymers
Addition polymers are very inert (unreactive). This means they do not biodegrade. They are burned during waste disposal. However, they often produce toxic gases when they are burned. Therefore, it is more environmentally friendly to recycle plastics where possible.
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